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The purpose of the Michiana Gem & 
Mineral Society is to promote the study 
and enjoyment of the earth sciences and 
the lapidary arts, and to share lapidary 
knowledge and techniques.   
 
Michiana Gem and Mineral Society 
www.MichianaGMS.org, is a not-
for-profit organization affiliated with the 
Midwest Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies http://www.amfed.org/mwf/ and 
with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies www.amfed.org 
 
The Rockfinder is usually published 
monthly except July and August. 
   
Please note that all items for a given 
issue of the Rockfinder are due to the 
Editor no later than the 5th day of the 
previous month. This means that the due 
date for the March Issue will be February 
5th. Advance items are appreciated.  
Material may be e-mailed to 
hefner_family@hotmail.com  or submitted 
via the U.S. Mail. 
 
Editor:  
Jason Hefner 
229 East State St 
Etna Green, IN 46524 
 
Permission is hereby granted to reprint 
any original Rockfinder articles as long as 
recognition is given along with the reprint. 
 
REMEMBER – Items in The 
Rockfinder that are BLUE & 
UNDERLINED are links to the 
internet or email addresses.  Just 
click on them for more information. 

  

Presidents message by Jason Hefner, President 

I want to say thank you to everyone for all the hard work you have 
(and will) put in to make our shows a success.   
 
We currently plan on having a meeting in October.  Of course, 
things can change between now and then.  As always, your safety is 
very important, so please do not feel pressure to attend any meeting. 
 
In following with local guidelines, there will not be any drinks (even 
no coffee) or snacks at this time.  Please bring your own beverages. 
Everyone must wear a mask when inside the church.  Please 
maintain proper social distances as much as possible. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend if you feel safe. 
 
Plug from the Editor – if you have any stories to share please send 
them to me.  

Up & Coming  
Next Meeting: October 25, 2020 
Doors open 1:30 pm 
Meeting starts at 2:00 pm 
 
Place:        
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church            
29th & Wall                                           
South Bend, IN. (This is in River Park)  

 
Program: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amfed.org/mwf/
http://www.amfed.org/
mailto:hefner_family@hotmail.com


 
 

The Rockfinder September 2020 Page 2 of 5 
 

 

Board of Directors 
 

President: Jason Hefner  
574-354-0478  
 

Vice-President: Josh Klosinski   
574-274-8714 
 

Secretary: Diane Gram 
 
 

Treasurer: Lyn Zeiger  
 
 
 

Liaison: Bob Bell 
574-233-7352 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Displays: Kathy Miller 
574-251-0255 
 

Editor: Jason Hefner  
574-354-0478  
 

Educational: Jesse Zeiger  
574-259-5944 
 

Facebook: Holly Kraftor, Nancy Foreman, 
Jason Hefner 
 
 

Field Trips: 
 
 

Historian: Jim Daly  
 
 

Hospitality:  Linda Miller 574-291-5027 
Marsha Miller 574-498-6513 
 

Juniors: Linda Cripe 
 
 

Librarian: 
  
 

Membership: Nancy Foreman               
574-233-9178 
 

Programs:  
 

Publicity: Josh Klosinski  
574-274-8714 
 

Safety: Jennifer Hefner  
574-858-9837 
 

Show Chair: Josh Klosinski 
574-274-8714 
 

Sunshine: Annette Freel 574-293-8193, 
Sherry Kobie  574-522-0189 
 

Webmaster: Joe Perry 574-295-9050 

A look back at previous shows by Jason Hefner, 
President 
Here are some pictures from our previous show for your enjoyment. I 
know we all missed the show, but I believe we will be back next year.  
Stay safe and stay healthy. 
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A look back at previous shows by Jason Hefner, President 
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AFMS - From the Desk of the President David 
Wayment excerpted from A.F.M.S. Newsletter Volume 73, Number 6 – September 
2020 

 
 
Purpose of the AFMS 
 
To promote popular interest and 
education in the various Earth 
Sciences, and in particular the 
subjects of Geology, Mineralogy, 
Paleontology, Lapidary and other 
related subjects, and to sponsor 
and provide means of 
coordinating the work and efforts 
of all persons and groups 
interested therein; to sponsor and 
encourage the formation and 
international development of 
Societies and Regional 
Federations and by and through 
such means to strive toward 
greater international good will 
and fellowship. 
www.amfed.org 
 
 
 

 
Purpose of the MWF 

  
To promote interest and 
education in geology, mineralogy, 
paleontology, archaeology and 
lapidary, and to sponsor and 
provide means of coordinating 
the work and efforts of groups 
interested in these fields. 
www.amfed.org/mwf 

It is with regret that I have to announce that the AFMS/SFMS Annual Show 
and Meeting has been cancelled this year. The SFMS was to host the event 
in Knoxville in October, but at this time, the county is still under restrictions, 
and the location for the meeting will not be available. 
 
We are working to set up a VIRTUAL MEETING to take place, accessible by 
computer or smart phone. This will require preregistration so that people 
interested will be emailed an access link. So far, we are planning to have 
different access for the different meetings. Details will be available on the 
website as plans are finalized. 
 
The URC meeting will be scheduled for the evening of October 15th. At this 
time the URC Chair has had no requests for changes to the rules to be 
considered. If you have any requests to be considered, please forward them 
to the chair. 
 
Continued on next page 

 

President’s Message John Donker, MWF President excerpted 
from MWF News June 2020, Issue No. 593  

 
Hello! Hope everyone is safe and healthy. As some states are beginning to 
open up slowly, some are still on stay-at-home. It would be nice to have this 
over and go back to our regular business, when we could meet again. It 
would be great to have rock club meetings, field trips, and shows once again.  

We look forward to the summer and fall when the country opens up. No more 
staying home – people going back to work, getting out of the house, going 
out to eat, seeing friends and family again. We hope we can have meetings, 
shows, and field trips again soon. I hope everyone stays safe and healthy.  

I’m looking forward to when we can see our friends again 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.amfed.org/news/n2020_09.pdf
http://www.amfed.org/news/n2020_09.pdf
http://www.amfed.org/
http://www.amfed.org/mwf
http://www.amfed.org/mwf/Newsletters/MWF%20News%202020-06.pdf


 
 

The Rockfinder September 2020 Page 5 of 5 
 

 
 

AFMS News from previous page 

At the present time we are still looking at October 16th for all AFMS meetings. The board meeting will be 
in the morning, followed by the AFMS Scholarship meeting. There will be time for the ALAA to hold a 
meeting in the afternoon. The awards presentations, including the Editor’s and Webmaster’s awards is 
currently planned for the early evening.  

Any input or requests for meeting time should be forwarded to Secretary Donna Moore. With a virtual 
meeting, we have an opportunity go greatly increase the participation at the meeting. This is a chance for 
Regional and Local organizations to see what the AFMS does. Preregistration will be necessary to limit 
individuals outside the rockhound world and ensure enough capacity for participants. Until next time, stay 
safe and stay well. 

 

One more show picture! 
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